
Welcome to the third edition of the new Petri Dish. It has been wonderful to see
the continued engagement, collaboration, and enthusiasm across our growing
alumni and AMR stakeholder network since the launch of the Fleming Initiative
Alumni Network earlier this year.

As we move into the second half of 2026, antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
remains one of the most significant challenges facing global health systems,
animal health, food production and environmental sustainability. The
interconnected nature of AMR continues to reinforce the importance of a One
Health approach, recognising that human, animal and environmental health are
inseparable in the fight against drug-resistant infections.

During this month, we brought to you our third seminar in our new series. Beth
Ward, Max Nabiryo, Edna Kathure Kubai (Commonwealth Pharmacy
Association) presented on “Fellowship experience on tackling AMR”. You can
find the recording to this here. We are also pleased to announce our Seminar
for July 15 . Timothy Meehan & Amanda MacDonald from Partnership for
Supply Chain Management (PFCSM) will be presenting their current work and
how they can support you and your organisation with procurement and supply
chain needs. You can register here. You can also read more about PFCSM
below.
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New research continues to highlight the evolving complexity of AMR. Studies
published this month have examined how climate change may accelerate the
spread of antibiotic resistance genes, while researchers have also identified
antimicrobial resistance markers throughout global ocean ecosystems,
demonstrating the far-reaching environmental dimensions of the AMR
challenge.

Thank you for continuing to be part of this growing network. We encourage you
to keep sharing your experiences, successes, publications, and ideas so we can
continue learning from one another and strengthening our collective impact.

Best wishes, 

Kerri Hill-Cawthorne 
Senior Programme Manager 
Fleming Initiative
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https://youtu.be/2x7lJqqRdck?si=ZOilp3X9MbNIG3OP
https://pfscm.org/
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b1160775-6e7d-441b-8427-630a132e501e@53255131-b129-4010-86e1-474bfd7e8076
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fleming-initiative
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fleming-initiative
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Past and future events

Engagement recap

June Seminar: Fellowship in AMR solution
with Commonwealth Pharmacists Association

Upcoming events – register now!

15 July Seminar with the Partnership for
Supply Chain Management (PFSCM)

23 July Townhall: Recap and updates from
the network

Our first Townhall: Introduction to the
Fleming Initiative Alumni Network
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Network highlights

Spotlight on fungi

Fungal infections and antifungal resistance remain overlooked
compared with many other health threats, despite their growing impact
worldwide. Yet this is also a field rich with opportunity, from new
treatments and diagnostics to more personalised approaches to care.
These themes were at the heart of discussions when researchers,
clinicians, policymakers and innovators gathered at Fleming Initiative
Science Summit at the Royal Institution on 4th June to explore the
future of fungal disease research and innovation.

As awareness of fungal disease grows, we're keen to spotlight the
people, projects and ideas helping to move the field forward. If you've
come across an inspiring story, breakthrough or perspective, we'd
love to hear about it.

Join our Alumni Network LinkedIn Group,
Stay connected, share updates, and discover
opportunities within the community. 

(Left to right) Dr Harry Chown, Dr Vasin (Paul) Vasikasin and Professor Silvia Costa
sharing global perspectives related to the challenges and opportunitiesin managing
antifungal resistance at the Fleming Initiative Science Summit

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x7lJqqRdck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TJevJQfNDBQ
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b1160775-6e7d-441b-8427-630a132e501e@53255131-b129-4010-86e1-474bfd7e8076
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/33136e64-3828-46ae-84ee-a7429fae8cb0@53255131-b129-4010-86e1-474bfd7e8076
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/18454017/


Lab capacity for AMR research

The ever increasing threat of antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a challenge
that the health and science communities are taking seriously and significant
capacity in surveillance and clinical decision making is established. However,
reduced funding and shifting priorities has left a gap in financial support for
AMR surveillance and laboratory services. Finding economically feasible
ways to continue the AMR-related laboratory capacity that have been
established globally over the past decade is a priority of the Partnership for
Supply Chain Management (PFSCM). As a nonprofit procurement service
agent, offering end-to-end supply chain solutions in the diagnostics and
laboratory, PFSCM is dedicated to working with partners to offer affordable
microbiology laboratory products.
 
At PFSCM, we have partnered with leading suppliers to offer preferential
“access” pricing to eligible clients, leveraged our pooled procurement
capacity to negotiate low prices on other products, and offer full service
technical guidance from product selection to negotiation of service level
agreements- all undertaken by experts in the space. PFSCM also recognizes
the unique challenges that the supply chain for products used for AMR-
related diagnostics pose. Our approach allows us to support the coordination
of procurements across laboratories for similar products, understanding the
unique freight and logistics requirements- including temperature sensitivities
and short shelf-life characteristics and facilitation of rapid customs clearance
and last mile delivery. 

For more information on PFSCM’s laboratory procurement and supply chain
services please reach out to pfscm@pfscm.org We are happy to share our
catalog, provide a demo of the Health Supply Portal for client ordering and
answer any questions. 

Resources and opportunities
Keep antibiotics in play

Conversations about antibiotic resistance don't only belong in clinics, laboratories
or health media. They can happen wherever people gather, connect and share
stories. Ahead of a summer of sport, the Fleming Initiative working with three
British athletes to explore how sport and media can help spark conversations
about antibiotic resistance and the actions we can all take to help keep antibiotics
effective, with funding and support from GSK.
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(Left to right) Becky Adlington, Alice Tai and
Matt Dawson teamed up for the Keep
Antibiotics in Play campaign

Olympic and Commonwealth swimmer
Becky Adlington OBE, former England
rugby international Matt Dawson MBE,
and Paralympic and Commonwealth
swimmer Alice Tai OBE all have their own
very personal experiences involving the
power of antibiotics. By sharing these
stories, they aim to inspire audiences to
appreciate the importance of these vital
medicines and the urgent actions needed
to protect their effectiveness. 

We’d also love to hear your examples of
creative public engagement of AMR.  

Leadership is accepting responsibility
to enable others to achieve shared
purpose in the face of uncertainty.

Marshall Ganz, 
Harvard Kennedy School 

Tip on leadership

Quote presented by

https://www.instagram.com/p/DaAjasfCKzH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaAjasfCKzH/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaAh6d-jBO0/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/DaAjpleDV1S/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


Conferences

International Conference on Pharmaceutical
Technology and Drug Development (ICPDTDD) (16-
17 July, Accra, Ghana)

International Conference on Emerging Topics in
Pharmacy, Chemistry and Lab Medicine
(ICETPCLM) (7-8 August, Islamabad, Pakistan)
(Hybrid)

World One Health Congress (WOHC) (4-7
September, Lisbon, Portugal)
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Thank you!

We would love to hear more from fellows and mentors and include
you in The Petri Dish, so if you have any encouraging or interesting
stories, thoughts, or learnings related to AMR, please do share them
with us via fellowship@fleminginitiative.org

Your experiences and insights are invaluable! 
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New publications 

The International FAO Antimicrobial Resistance
Monitoring (InFARM) System

Antibiotic resistance genes found across world
oceans, Italian study shows

2026 Antimicrobial Resistance Benchmark

https://researchplus.co/event/index.php?id=100764518
https://researchplus.co/event/index.php?id=100764518
https://issersociety.com/conf/index.php?id=100755783
https://issersociety.com/conf/index.php?id=100755783
https://issersociety.com/conf/index.php?id=100755783
https://globalohc.org/9WOHC
https://globalohc.org/9WOHC
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/127bcf04-80a1-4f67-8ba1-dc9a0fbf1105
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/127bcf04-80a1-4f67-8ba1-dc9a0fbf1105
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/127bcf04-80a1-4f67-8ba1-dc9a0fbf1105
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/antibiotic-resistance-genes-found-across-world-oceans-italian-study-shows-2026-06-08/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/antibiotic-resistance-genes-found-across-world-oceans-italian-study-shows-2026-06-08/
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/antibiotic-resistance-genes-found-across-world-oceans-italian-study-shows-2026-06-08/
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/medialibrary/2026_antimicrobial_resistance_benchmark_report-1773129474.pdf
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/medialibrary/2026_antimicrobial_resistance_benchmark_report-1773129474.pdf
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/medialibrary/2026_antimicrobial_resistance_benchmark_report-1773129474.pdf
https://accesstomedicinefoundation.org/medialibrary/2026_antimicrobial_resistance_benchmark_report-1773129474.pdf
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